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ANECDOTE. 

The following anecdote is extract- 
ed from the life of the late Rev. Joun Murray ; 
and will, we presume, be sufficiently interesting 
to our readers generally.—After relating the 
manner in which he left his native country, and 
the principal events during the voyage, he goes 
on to say :— 

It was in the month of September, when we arrived 
in the Delaware ; the country; upon the banke of this 
fine river, exhibited a most enchanting appearance, es- 
pecially to those, who had been for many weeks out of | 
sight of land, and had never seen those shores before. 
As we drew near the land, the woods, seeming to grow 
out of the water, had to me a very uncommon appear- 
ance ; but every thing, in this country, was uncommon. 
We went on shore, and ascended a gentle acclivity, 
when, entering into a small Jog-house, I was astonished 
to see a woman preparing some excellent wild ducks 
for dinner; live ina log-house, and feed upon ducks! 
We passed into her garden, where, amid its rich varicty, | 
my atfetition was arrested by a large peach-tree, load- 





ed with the best fruit, bending to the earth! [ was be- 
yond expression charmed, and delighted, and my heart | 
bent with grateful affection to the universal Parent, for | 
giving the inhabitants of this new world thus liberally 
te enjoy. When we reached Philadelphia, | was amaz- 
ed to behold a city of such magnitude, in a country, 
which I had considered, as a wilderness. The captain 
supposed it a disappointment to me, that we bad not 
put into New-York, as that was the place of my desti 
nation; I requested him, to make hiwself easy, as i 
was a watter of perfect indifference to me upon what 
part of the country I landed; and, if he could procure 
we a private lodgimg, | would go on slore in this city. 
This he told me he would do, but this he found he 
could not do, at least in the circle of his connexions.— 
Hle then proposed my going, by land, to New-York. 
This also I was willing to do, if he would Iet me know 
how. Ile would send and take mea place in the stage. 
The stege had been gone some time. He then propos- | 
ed I should tarry in the vessel, and set out with him the 
next morning for New-York, to which arrangement | 


my purse, | went on board the sloop. The plan of the 
captain was, supposing the morning should present no 
prospect of getting off, to deposit the remainder of his 
cargo upon the beach; but, if they should get off, we 
were immediately to follow; the goods were to be re- 
placed; and the sloop dismissed. I went not to bed, 
and when the morning dawned, just at high water, the 
wind blowing from the shore, they got off, making a 
signal for us to follow; and. with all possible despatch 
we prepared to obey, but the wind instantly shifting, 
drove us back, and they preceeded on to New-York, 
leaving us in the bay. 

It proved upon examination, we had no provisions on 
board ; we were, therefore, necessitated to lock up the 
vessel, and go on shore, in search of sustenance. It 
was the after part of the day before we could effectuate 
our purpose, when I went with the boatmen to a tav- 
ern, and leaving them there, pursued a solitary walk 
through the woods, which seemed to surround this 
place. My mind was greatly agitated; I was now in 
the new world; and in just such a part of this new 
world, as had appeared so desirable in prospect. Here 
I was as much alone, as! could wish, and my heart 
exclaimed; O, tbat I had, in this wilderness, the lodg- 
ing place of a poor way-faring man; some cave, some 
grot, some place where I might finish my days in calm 
repose. As thus I passed along, thus contemplating, 
thus supplicating ; I unexpectedly reached a small log- 
house, aut saw a girl cleaning a fresh fish ; I requested 
the would seilit to me. ‘ No, sir, you will find a very 
great plenty at ise next house; we want this.’ The 
next house, what this? pointing to. one in the woods. 
*O no, sir, that is a meeting-house.’?. A meeting-house 


_til-I became a man, when I went coasting voyages from 
‘hence to New York. 


I was then desirous of becoming 
a husband, but, in going to New-York, I was pressed 


on board a man of war, and | was taken, in admiral 
| Warren’s ship to Gape Breton. 
rum, so they saved my allowance ; but I would not bear 


Imever drank any 


an affront, so if any-of the officers struck me, 1 struck 
‘them again, but the admiral took my part, and called 
| me his new-light man. When we reached Louisbourg, 
I ran away, and travelled barefooted through the conn- 
‘try, and almost ndked, to New-York, where I was 
known, and supplied with clothes and money, and soon 
returned to this place, when I found my*girl married ; 
this rendered me very unhappy, but I recovered my 
tranquility and married her sister. I sat down to work ; 
got forward very fast; constructed a saw-mill; possess- 
ed myself of this farm, and five hundred acres of ad- 
joining laud. I entered into navigation, became the 
owner of a sloop, and have got together a large estate. 
lam, as I seid, unable either to write or read, bat | am 
capable of reflection ; the sacred scriptures have been 
often read to me, from which I gather, that there is a 
great and good Being, to whom we are indebted for all 
we enjoy. It is this great, and good Being, who 
hath preserved, and protected me, through innumerable 
dangers, and, as He had given me a house of my own, 1 
conceived I could not do less than to open it to the 
stranger, let him be who he would; and especially, ifa 
travelling minister passed this way, he always received 
an invitation to put up at my house, and hold bis meet- 
|ings here. 1 continued this practice for moreAhan sev- 
en years, and, illiterate as | was, | used to converse 
with them, and was fond of asking them questions. 





|* No, sir.” 





agreed. The other passengers left us in Philadelphia. 
The water was smooth, and our passage pleasant, until | 
we were as was supposed, near Sandy-Hook; a dense 
fog then arose, which was sufficiently thick to prevent 
our seeing the end of our bowsprit. A sloop shot past | 
_us, and we enquired bow far we were from Sandy-Hook? 
The answer was seventy miles, but we understood seven, | 
and pressed on, and in a few moments were in the! 
midst of the breakers ; the vessel struck upon the bar, | 
but passed over, inio a place we afterwards learned | 
was called Cranberry Inlet. ‘ihe fog now dispersed, 
and we discovered we were nearly on shope; gur an- 
clors, however, saved us; but we were greatly alarmed, 
and never expected to get off again. The sloop, with 
which we had epoken, entered this inlet before us, and 
was light. The captain proposed to engage this sloop 
te icceive on board as much of our cargo, as she could 
contain; thus, by lightening his vessel, to give himself 
the only probable chance of getting off. ‘This was ef- 
fected, and night coming on, the captain, with many 
apologies, requested me to lodge on board the sloop, 
inasmuch as there were many valuable articles, which 
he wae afraid to trust, without a confidential] person. 
To this | readily consented, and taking my bible, and 





and cheerfully accepted his offer. 


1 ns . . 
| bere in these woods? I was exceedingly turprised.— They pronounced me an odd morial, decluring them- 


* You must pass the meeting-house, sir; and alittle way | selves at a loss what to make of me: while I continued 


| farther on, you will see the other house, where you will | to affirm, that I had but one hope; Lbelieved, that Je- 


find fish enough. I went forward, I came to the door; | sus Christ suffered death for my transgressions, and this 
there was incced a large pile of fish of various sorts, alone was sufficient for me. Atdength my wile grew 
and at @ little distance stood a tall man, rough in ap-| weary of having meetings held in her house, and I de- 
pearauce and evidently advanced in years : Rray, sir, | termined to build a house for the worship of God. I had 
will you have the goodness to sell me one of those fish? | no children, and | knew that I was beholden to Almigh- 
That is strange, when you have so many, | ty God for every thing, which ] possessed ; and it seem- 
to refuse mea siugle fish! ‘1 did not refuse you a fish, led right, I should appropriate a part, of what he, had 
sir; you are welcome to as many as you please, but [| bestowed, for his service. My neighbors offered their 
do not sell (bis article; I do not sell fish, sir, ] have) assistance. But no, said]; God has given me enough 
them for taking up, and you may obtain them the same ‘to do his work, without your aid, and, as he has put it 
way.’ 1, thanked him: * But,’ said be, * what do you into my heart to do, so! willdo. And who, it was 


| want of those fish 2° I informed him, that the mariner, asked, will be your preacher? I answered, God will 


who belonged to the sloop at a distance, were at the | send me a preacher, and of a very different stamp from 
tavern, avd would be glad, if I could procure them! those, who have heretofore preached in my house, The 
something for supper. ‘ Well, sir, 1 will send my inan | preachers, we have heard, are perpetually contradict- 
over with the fish; but you can tarry here, and haveing themselves; but that God, who hag put it into my 
some dressed for yourself.’ No, sir, it is proper | should iheart to build this house, will send one, who shall de- 
see how they are accommodated, ‘* Well, sir, you shall liver nuto me his own trath; who shall speak of Jesus 
do as you please; but, after supper, I beg you would Christ, and bis salvation, When the house was finished, 
return, and take a bed with us, you will be better pleas- | I received an application from the Baptists ; and I told 
ed here, than at a tavern.’ 1 gratefelly thanked him, | them, if they could make it appear, that God Almighty 
I was astonished to| was a Baptist, the building should be theirs at unce.— 
see so mueh genuine politeness and urbanity, uuder so! The Quakere and Presbyterians, received similar an- 
rough a form; but my astopishment was greatly increas-|swers. No, said I, as 1 firmly believe, that all mankind 
ed on my return. His room was prepared, his fire | are equally dear to Almighty God, they shall all be 
bright, and his heart open. ‘ Come,’ said he, ‘my | equally welcome to preach in this house, which I have 
friend, | am glad you have returned, I have lonced to| built, My neighbors assured me, ! never should see a 
see you, | have been expecting you a long time.’ I | preacher, whose sentiments corresponded with my own ; 

was perfectly amazed, What do you mean, sir? ‘1}but my uniform reply was, that | assuredly should. 1 

must go on in my own way, | am a poor ignorant man,  etenked, the first year, with a man, whom! greatly dis- 

I neither know how to read, nor write; I was born in| liked ; we parted, and, for some years, we have had no 

these woods, and my father did not thick proper to|stated mipister. My friends often ask me, ‘ Where is 

teach me my letters. I worked, on these grounds, ya-'¢he preacher, of whom you spake?’ And my constant 
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reply has been, He will by and by make his appearance. 
The moment I beheld your vetsel on shore, it seemed 
asifa voice had audibly soutided in my ear: There 
Potter, in that vessel, cast awhy on that shore, is the 
preacher, you have been so long expecting. I heard 
the voice, and | believed thé report ; and when you 
came up to my door, and asked for the fish, the same 
voice seemed to repeat: Potter, this is the man, this is 
the person, whom | have sent to preach in your house !° 

1 was astonished, immeasurably astonished at Mr. 
Potter’s narrative; but yet ] had not the smallest idea 
it could ever be realized. I requested to know, what 
he could discern in my appearance, which could lead 
him to mistake me fora preacher? ‘* What,’ said he, 
‘could I discern, when you were in the vessel, that 
could induce this conclusion? No, sir, it is not what I 
saw, or see, but what J feel, which produces in my mind 
a full conviction,” 

But, my dear sir, yon are deceived, indeed you are 
deceived ; 1 never shal] preach in this place, nor any 
where else. 

‘ Have yow never preached? can you say, you have 
never preached ?” 

I cannot, but I never intend to preach again. 

* Has not God lifted up the light of his countenance 
upon you? Has he not shown you his truth?” 

I trust, be has. 

* And how dare you hide this truth? Domenlighta 
candle to put it under a bushel? If God has shown 
you his salvation, why should you not show it to your 
fellow men? But I know, that you will; I am sure, 
God Almighty bas sent you to us for this purpose ; lam 
not deceived, I am sure | am not deceived.’ 


I was terrified, as the man thus went on; and I be-! that, if the beart of the creature be indeed in the haud 
gan to fear, that God, who orders all things according | 
to the council of his own will, had ordained, tbat thus | 
I en- | 


it should be, and my heart trembled at the idea. 
deavored, however, to banish my own fears, and to si- 
lence the warm-hearted man, by observing, that I was 
in the place of a supercargo ; that property to a large 
amount had been entrusted to my care ; and that, the 
moment the wind changed, | was under the most sol- 
emn obligations to depart. 

‘The wind will never change, sir, until you have de- 
livered to us, in that meeting-house, a message from 
God.’ 

Still I was resolutely determined never to enter any 
pulpit,.as a preacher; yet, being rendered truly unhap- 
py, | begged | might be shownto my bed. He request- 
ed I would pray with them, if I had no objection. I 
asked him, how he Could suppose I had any objection 
to praying? The Quakers, he said, seldom prayed ; 
and there were others, who visited him, who were not 
in the habit of praying. I never propose prayer, sir, 
lest it should not meet with the approbation of those, 
with whom I sojourn; but I am always pleased, when 
prayer is proposed to me. 1 prayed, and my heart was 
‘greatly enlarged, and softened. When we parted for 
the night, my kind host solemnly requested, that | 
would think of what he had said. Alas! he need not 
to have made this request ; it was impossible to banish 
it from my mind. When] entered my clamber, and 
shut the door, ] burst into tears; ] would have given 
the world, that } bad never left England. 1 felt, as_if 
the hand of God was in the events, which had brought 
me to this place, and | prayed most ardenily, that God 
woulkd assist and direct me by hiscounsel. 1] presented 
myself before Him, as a man bowed down by calamity ; 
a melancholy outcast, driven by repeated afflictions of 
body and of mind to seek refuge in privale life ; to seek 
solitude amid the wilds of America: Thou knowest, 
said my @ppressed spirit, thou knowest, O Lord, that, 
-3f it had pleased thee, | would have prefered death, as 
the safest, and most sure retreat; but Thou bas not 
seen fit to indulge my wishes in this respect, In thy 
providence, thou hast brought me into this new world ; 
thou seest’ how | am oppressed by solicitations to speak 

unto the people the words of life; tuou knowect. that 





‘most earnestly entreat thee, to my own direction. 
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lam not sufficient for these things; thou God of my 
fathers, thou God of the stranger, luok with pity upon 
the poor, lonely wanderer, now before thee? O thou, 
that sittest in the heavens, and rulest in the garth, and 
who assurest us, that a hair of our head canpot fall, un- 
noticed by thee ; O thou, who kindly directest us, thy 
poor dependent creatures, to acknowledge thee in all 
their ways, and to mee their requests known unto thee 
in every time of affiction, behold thy poor dependent, 
supplicating thee for thy kind direction and protection ; 
if thou hast indeed put it into the heart of thy servant 
to demand of me, the meanest and weakest of all, to 
whom thou didst ever give power to believe in the name 
of thy Son, to declare unto him, and tlie people of this 
place, the gospel of thy grace; O God! in mercy pre- 
pare me, prepare me for so vast an undertaking, and let 
thy presence be with me ; strengthen me, O, Lord, by 
thy mighty spirit. And ifit be not thy pleasure thus to 
employ me,—for thou, O God, wilt send, by whoin 
thou wilt send,—graciously manifest thy will, that so | 
may not by any means be drawn into a enare. Thou 
art the sinner’s friend, thou art the only friend | have. 
To thee, O thou compassionate Father of my spirit, en- 
couraged by thy gracious promises, 1 make application. 
Pity, O pity the destitute stranger ; leave me not, | 


Thus did I pray, thus did J weep through the greater 
part of the night ; dreading more then death, even sup- 
posing death an object of dread, the thougtt of engag- 
ing, as a public character. On the one hand, | discov- 
ered, that if there be a ruling power, a superintending 
providence, the account, given by the extraordinary 
man under whose roof I reposed, evinced its operation ; 


of the Creator, it was manifest, that God had disposed 
the heart of this man to view me as His messenger, sent 
for the purpose of declaring the cousel of his peace to 
his creatures. On the other hand, I recollected, that 
the heart is deceitful, above all things; that the devices 
of the adversary are manifold; and that, had it been 
the will of God, that I should have become a promul- 
gator of the gospel of his grace, he would have qualificd 
me an object of such infinite magnitude. If | testified 
of Jesus according to the scriptures, | wel] knew upon 





what I must calculate; the clergy, of all denomina- 
tions, would unite to oppose me. For! had never met 


with any individual of that order, either in the church 


of Rome, or elsewhere, who were believers of the gos- 
pel, that God preached unto Abraham, that, in Christ 
Jesus, all the families of the earth should be blessed ; 
nor did they, as far as | had known, etmbrace the muinis- 
try of reconciliation, committed unto the apostles, 
namely, that God was,in Christ, reconciling the world 
unto Himself, not imputing unto them their trespas- 
ses; nor did they acknowledge the resfilu/ion of all 
things, testified by ail God's holy prophets, ever since 
the world began. To these doctrines I supposed cler- 
gymen in this, as well as in the country I had left, unit 

ed in their opposition; and, convinced that there were 
no enemies in the world more powerful, than the cler- 
gy, | trembled at the thought of stemming the full tide 
of their displeasure. 1 was persuaded, that people in 
general, being under the dominion of the clergy, would 
hate where they hated, and report what they reported. 
Acquainted in some measure with huwan nature, and 
with divine revelation, I was certain, that, if] appeared 
in the character of a real disciple of Christ Jesus; if | 
dared to declare the whole truth of God, ali manner of 
evil would be said of me; and, although it might be 


Salsely said, while the inventor of the slander would be 


conscious of itz falsehood, the majority of those who 
heard would yield it credit, aud | should become the 
victim of their credulity. 

I knew how Mr. Relly had suffered in England, and 
the aposties in Judea; and being a believer in the tes- 
timony of God, I was assured, if my doctrine were the 
same, my treatment would be similar. Ali this rose to 





my view, and the prospect w.< tremendous. Thus | 
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passed the night, and the ensuing morning witnessed 
my indisposition both of body, and mind. My good 
friend renewed his solicitations. * Will you, sir, speak 
to me, and to my neighbors, of the things, which belong 
to our peace?” Seeing only thick woods, the tavern 
across the field excepted, | requested to know what he 
meant by neighbors? ‘O sir, we assemble a large con- 
zregation, whenever the mecting-house is opened ; in- 
deed when my father first settled here, be was obliged 
to go twenty miles to grind a bushel of corn, but there 
ure now more than seven bundred inhabitants within 
that distance.’ 1] was amazed ; indeed every thing I 
saw, and every thing | heard, amazed me; nothing, ex- 
cept the religion of the people, resembled what I had 
left behind. 

My mind continued subjected to the most torturing 
reflections. I could not bring myself to yield to the 
entreaties of Mr. Potter, and still l urged the necessity 
of departing, the moment the wind would answer. Mr. 
Potter was positive the wind would not change, until | 
had spoken to the people. Most ardently did ] desire 
to escape the importunities of this good man. The idea 
of a crowd, of making a public exhibition of myseli, 
was, to my desolate, woe-worn mind, intolerable ; and 
the suspense, in which | was held, was  erfectly agoniz- 
ing. 1 could not forbear acknowledging an uncommon 
coincidence of circumstances, The hopes and fears of 
this honest man, so long in operation, yet he evinced 
great warmth of disposition, and was evidently tinctur- 
ed with entiusiasm ; but, after making every allowance 
for these propensities, it could not be denied, that an 
over-ruling Power seemed to operate, in an unusual, 
and remarkable manner. 1 could not forbear looking 
back upon the mistakes, made during our passage, even 
to the coming in of this particular inlet, wi.ere no vessel, 
of the size of the brig * Hand-in-hand,’ had ever before 
entered; every circumstance contributed to bring me 
to this house. Mr. Potter’s address on seeing me; his 
assurance, that he knew] was on board the vessel, 
when he saw her at a distance: all these considerations 
pressed with powerful conviction on my mind, and 1 
was ready to say, If God Almighty has, in bis provi- 
dence, so ordered events, as to bring me into this coun- 
try for the purpose of making manifest the Saviour of his 
name, and of bringing many to the knowledge of the 
truth; though } would infinitely prefer death, to enter- 
ing into a character, which will subject me to what is 
infinitely worse than death; yet, as the issues of life 
and death are not under my direction, am 1 not bound 
to submit to the dispensatiens of providence ? J] wish- 
ed, however, to be convinced, that it was the wil! of 
God, that I should step forth in a character, which 
would be considered as obnoxious, as truly detestable. 
} was fully convinced, it was not by the will of the Jesh, 
nor by the will of the world, nor by the will of the god 
of this world ; all these were strongly opposed thereto. 
One moment, |} felt my resolution give way; the path, 
pointed out, seemed to brighten upon me: but the next, 
the difficulties, from within and without, obscured the 
prospect, and ] relapsed into a firm resolution to shelter 
myself, in solitude, from the hopes, and fears, and the 
various contentions of men. 

While } thus balanced, the Sabbath advanced. 1 had 
not ventured to implore the God, who had sometimes 
condescended to indulge individuals with tokens of his 
approbation, graciously to indulge me, upon this im- 
portant occasion; and that, if it were his will, that } 
should obtain the desire of my soul, by passing through 
life in a private character. If it were not his will, that 
| should engage as a preacher of the ministry of recon- 
ciliation, he would vouchafe to grant me such a wind, 
as might bear me from this shore, before the return of 


fanother Sabbath. 1 determined to take the changing 


ef the wind for an answer; and, had the wind changed 
it would have bourn on its wings full conviciion, be- 
cause it would bave corresponded with wy wishes.— 
But the wind changed not, and Saturday morning ar- 
rived. * Well,’ said my anxious frien’? ‘ aow let me 
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give notice to my neighbors.’ No, sir, not yet; should 
the wind change by the middle of the afternoon, | must 

No tongue can tell, nor heart conceive, how 
much | suffered this afterncon ; but the evening édioe | 
on, and it was necessary ] should determine ; and at 
last with much fear and trembling, | yielded a reluctant | 
consent. Mr. Potter then immediately despatched his 
servants, on horseback, to spread the intelligence far 
and wide, and they were to continue their information, | 
until ten in the evening. 

] had no rest through the night. What should! say, 
or how address the people? Yet! recollected the admo- 
nition of our Lord: * Take no thought, what you shall} 
say ; it shall be given you, in that same hour, what you 
shall say.’ Ay, but this promise was made to bis dis- 
ciples. Well, by this, ] shall know if | am a disciple. 
If God, in his providence, is committing to me a dis- 
pensation of the gospel, he will furnish me with matter, 
without my thought, or care. If this thing be not of 
God, be will desert me, and this shall be another sign ; 
on this, then, ] rested. Sunday morning succeeded ; 
my host was in transports. 1] was—] cannot describe 
how ] was. 1 entered the house; it was neat and con- 
venient, expressive of the character of the builder.— 
There were no pews; the pulpit was rather in the 
Quaker mode ; the seats were constructed with backs 
roomy, and even elegant. I said there were no pews; 
there was one large square pew, just before the pulpit ; 
in this sat the venerable man and his family, particular 
friends, and visiting strangers. 
this occasion, this happy man, and, surely, no man, 
upon this sile heaven, was ever more Completely hap- 
py. He looked up to the pulpit with eyes sparkling 
with pleasure; it appeared to him, as the fulfilment of 
a promise long delered ; and he reflected, with abun- 
dant consolation, on the strong faith, which be bad cher- 
ished, while his associates would tauntingly question, 
‘ Well, Potter, where is this minister, who is to be sent 
to you?” * He is coming along in God’s own good 
time.? ‘And do you still believe any such preacher 
will visit you?” *O yes, asswredly.” He reflected up- 
on all this, and tears of transport illed his eyes; he 
Inoked round upon the people, and every feature seem- 
ed to say, ‘ There, what think you now?’ When ] re- 
turn. ] to his house, he caught me in his arms, * Now, 
now, | aim willing to depart ; Ob, my God! ! will praise 
thee; thon hast granted me my desire. After this truth 
J have been seeking, but I have never found it, until 
now; 1 knew, that God, who put it into my heart to 
build a house for his worship, would send a servant of 
his own to proclaim his own gospel. I knew, he would; 
] knew the time was come, when | saw the vessel 
grounded ; | knew, you were the man, when | saw you 
approach my door, and my heart leaped for joy.’ Vi- 
sitors poured into the house ; he took each by the hand. 
‘This is the happiest day of my life,’ said the trans- 
ported man: * There, neighbors, there is the minister 
God promised to send me; how do you like God’s 
minister?’ Jran from the company, and prostrating 
myself before the throne of grace, besought my God to 
take me, and do with me, whatever he pleased. 
said }, 1 am, O Lord God, in thine hand, as clay in the 
hand of the potter. If thou, in thy providence, hast 
brought me into this new world to make known, unto 
this people, the grace and the blessings of the new cov- 
enant ; if thou hast thought proper, by making choice 
of so weak an instrument, to confound the wise; if 
thou hast been pleased to show to a babe, possessing 
heither wisdom nor prudence, what thow hast hid from 
the wise and prudent,—be it so, O Father, for so it 
seemeth good in thy sight. But, O my merciful God! 
leave me not, | beseech thee, for a single moment; for 
without thee, } can do nothing. O, make thy strength 
periect in my weakness, that the world may see that 
thine is the power, and that, therefore, thine ought to 
be the glory. Thus my heart prayed, while supplicat- 
ing tears bedewed my face. 


In this pew sat, upon 


lam, 


lfelt, however, relieved and tranquilized, for 1 had | 
power given me to trust in the name of the Lord ; to 
stay upon the God of my salvation. Immediately upon 
my return to the company, my boatmen entered the 
house: * The wind is fair, sir.” Well, then, we will 
depart. It is late in the afternoon, but no matter, | 
will embark directly ; Ihave been determined to em- 
brace the first opportunity, well knowing the suspense 
the captain must be in, and the pain attendant thereon. 
Accordingly, as soon as matters could be adjusted, | set 
off ; but not till my old friend, taking me by the hand, 
said: ‘You are now going to New-York; ] am afraid 
you will, when there, forget the man, to whom your 
Master sent you. But 1 do beseech you, come back to 
ine again as soon, as possible.’ The tears gushed into 
his eyes, and, regarding me with a look, indicative of 
the strongest affection, he threw his arms around me, 
repeating his importunities, that ] would not unneces- 
sarily delay my return. J] was greatly affected, reiter- 
ating the strongest assurances, that ] would conform to 
his wishes. Why should ] not? said 1; what is there 
to prevent me? Ido not know an individual in New- 
York; no one knows me; what should induce me to 
tarry there? * Ah, my friend,’ said he, * you will find 
many in New-York, who will love end admire you, and 
they will wish to detain youinthatcity. But you have 
promised you will return, and 1 am sure you will per- 
form your promise; and in the mean time, may the 
God of heaven be with you.” Unable to reply, 1 hur- 
ried frosn his door; and, on entering the vessel, 1 found 
the good old man had generously attended, to what had 
made no part of my care, by making ample provision, 
both for me and the boatmen, during our little voyage. 


, WOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





PROGRESS OF UNIVERSALISM. 


The rapid progress, which the doctrine of Universal 
Salvation is making among the enlightened and unpre- 
jadiced part of the community—is a source of much 
satisfaction to the true believer; and leads him to. look 
forward with pleasing anticipation to the day, when 
** all shall know the Lord from the least to the great- 
est.” 

The virulence with which the first promoters of this 
doctrine were assailed, by the pharisaic bigots of the 
age, has, in a great measure, subsided ;—and more can- 
did and enlightened views are entertained, of that once 
despised doctrine. Such were the effects of false edca- 
tion upon the minds of these bigots, that they deemed 
it ‘* dammable heresy,” for a preacher to say one word 
against the doctrine, in which they had been educated ; 
they had so long been taught that it was true, and it 
had been so generally admitted by their associates to 
be fact,—that they never once thought of examining it 
themselves ; and, of course, the more ignorant persons 
are of the grounds of their own faith, the closer they 
will stick to it when assailed ! 

An idea was entertained, at that time, which is not 
altogether eradicated at the present, which is, this, — 
‘* We would pot complain so much against the Univer- 
salists, if they would let other denominations alone— 
but a considerable part of their discourses consist, in 
endeavors ta weaken the faith of those, who have been 
educated in the Calvinistic doctrine.” We are willing 
to plead guilty to the charge, and to go further and say, 
of all other denominations, whose faith is founded on 
untenable ground ;— You gentlemen cannot wish to be 
deceived yourselves, why no, say you; then, why find 
fault with us for endeavouring to undeceive you ?— 
You would be unwilling to acknowledge yourselves. too 
proud to be tanght by others: then why not be willing 
to hear and judge with candor. Be assured of this fact, 
that our denomination differs from all others, in one re- 
spect, namely, that we do not condemn otbers to e/er- 





nal perdition, who think diferent from us. Come, 


then, and exercise the same charity that is exercised 
by the Universalists. Cast off the pregudices of edu- 
cation ;—set out with a defermination to convince the 
Universalists that they are wrong, or be convinced by 
them, that youare in error yourselves. Be resolved to 
obey the injunctions of scripture ; to ** prove all things, 
hold fast that which is good.” CHAUNCEY. 
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‘ And the serpent said unto the woman, ye shall no! 
surely die.’—Gen. iii. 4. 


The objectors to the doctrine of Universal Salvation, 
have of late been much in the habit of bringing forward 
this passage to oppose it, and declaring that the serpent 
was the first preacher of that doctrine. This we have 
charity to believe is done without much consideration, 
and with an oversight of that injunction, ‘ prove all 
things, hold fast that which is good.’ A little examina- 
tion we should suppose, would have convinced the ob- 
jectors of the untenable ground they have taken, or 
considering the high source from whence the objection 
sprang,—perhaps it would be charity to suppose an ig- 
norance of the system objected to, was the cause of the 
assertion. The serpent said ye shall not surely die. If the 
sinner did not surely die, we wish to ask the objectors 
what use there would be of preaching salvation—the 
serpent told a falsehood, and the very idea of his having 
done so, is the foundation of the Universal system—for 
if he had told the truth and the sinner did not surely 
die, there would have been nothing to save from, and 
it would have been as absurd to talk about salvation to 
the subject, as it would be to talk of delivering a per- 
son from confinement,who was walking at liberty on the 
high way,—and as he did tell a falsehood, and those 
who ate of the fruit did die in the day that they ate 
thereof—salvation became necessary, and as death has 
pasted upon all men, for that all have eaten the fruit— 
it becomes necessary that salvation should be universal, 
and the universality of it is no proof that it was ever 
preached by the serpent. Upon an examination of the 
subject, we think it would appear that the serpent is 
the source from whence limitarians derive their ortho- 
doxy; for the words of the serpent speak very much of 
orthodox preaching in our day. ‘The serpent contra- 
dicts the assertion of the most High,—and says, ‘in the 
day thow eatest thereof thou shalt not surely die.— 
When, says modern orthodoxy, do they not put far off 
the evil day, and state that our punishment shal] come 
upon us in a future state, instead of the day we do the 
deed—has it not been publicly proclaimed,that if it was 
not for the fear of punishment beyond the grave, the 
sinver was much the best off, sin being sweet to bis 
taste—if so, which looks most like the doctrine of the 
serpent ? 





— 








- aa 
TO CORRESPONDENTS, &e. 
We would advise our correspondent ‘ Juvenis’ to:cul- 
tivate his poetic muse, and give us further specitnens of 
his genius. His pieces are certainly not destitute of 
energy or merit. 
Several communications are received, and will be at- 
tended to. 
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MARRIED, 

In this town, by the Rev. Mr. Wayland, Mr. John 
Laird to Miss Mary Knights. 

Mr. Reuben Combs to Miss Mary Rice. 

Mr. Thomas Patten to Miss Ann G. Sonthack. 

By the Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. John Currier to Miss 
Harriet Burr. 

Mr. William Parker to Mrs. Camilla Davis. 

By the Rev. Mr. Lowell, George Ticknor, Esq. Pro- 
fessor of French and Spanish Literature in Harvard 
University, to Miss Anna Eliot, daughter of the late 
Samuel Eliot, Esq. 

Sees 


DIED, 
In this town, on Monday last, Wm. Baxter, youngest 





son of Mr. Hervey Bates, aged 9 months. 
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POET’S CORNER. 
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ADDRESS TO THE DEITY. 


Great source of light, of wisdom and of Good !— 
Supreme, eternal self-existent God ;— 

Who form’d of dust, the biped being man, 

And rul’d creation, since it first began : 

To Thee we’ll raise a general song of praise, 
And chaunt thy goodsess in harmonious lays! 
All nature praises, and shall man be mute ? 

And, bless’d with talents, sink below the brute? 
No! let his thoughts to heavenly realms ascend, 
And in submission to his Father bend !— 

Whose goodness infinite will hear his prayer, 
And bless all creatures who in being are. 

In Thee we live, in Thee our being have, 

Who didst ordain us for the world above. 

With hearts of gratitude, and godly fear 

Oh! let us in thy presence, then, appear ; 
Convine’d of thy supremacy and love, 

We trusi thy grace to rise to worlds above, 
Where sorrows cease ; and joy immortal reigns, 
For thus the God of heaven and earth ordains. I. 
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THE FLATTERER. 


Of all the vices which debase mankind, 

There’s none that more degrades the human mind, 
Yet rules with stronger bias fancy’s powers,— 
Than Flattery, the god the fool adores ! 

The fav’rite vice of mortals here below, 

Of sweet sincerity and truth the foe :— 

The secret bane of every social tic, 

True sense and virtue’s deadly enemy ! 


E’en the rude Indian from this vice is free ; 
His tongue is govern’d by sincerity. 
On wings of genuine truth he soars on high, 
And views the flatterer with a scornful eye! 
The Esquimaux on Hudson’s icy plain— 
The fiercest monster of the aqueous main,— 
Soudan’s dark sons, uncultured and untaught— 
Are strangers unto base dissembled thought: 


When the base courtier, with a Syren’s charms, 
Deludes simplicity from virtue’s arms, 
- ‘She’turhs indignant from the rueful scene, 
And calls on heaven to blast the wiles of men. 
And shall, alas, th’ alluring parasite 
The opening blossoms of fair virtue blight ? 
Despoil the bloom of inexperienced youth ? 
Forbid it, O, ye guardian pow’rs of truth! 


When we behold the rose of beauty doom’d, 
From Candor’s bosom, where it long hath bloom’d, 
By the vile flatterer’s influence to be torn, 

And cast, abandon’d as a mark of scorn ;— 

When this we view, we heave th’ unconscious sigh, 
And chrystal drops disti] from pity’s eye ; 

We melt.in sympathy, for other’s woes, 

Whilst in our bosoms stern resentment glows. 


Can sensibility refrain from tears, 
While foul hypocrisy her mantle wears? 
Can Justice sleep, while wretches, void of grace 
Contemn her power, and taunt her to her face? 
Will Heaven not in its vengeace grasp his breath, 
And blast the monster to the shades of death ? 

. JUVENIS. 

‘. === 

Alexander the great, seeing Diogenes look attentive- 
ly at a parcel of human bones, asked the philosopher, 
* what he was looking for?’ ‘* That which I cannot find 


—the difference between your father’s bones and those 
of his slaves.” ' 
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Epitaph on a poor, but virtuous man. 


Stop, reader, here, and deign to look 
On one without a name ; 

Ne’er enter’d in the ample book 

Of fortune, or of fame. 


Studious of peace, he hated strife ; 
Meek virtues fill’d his breast :— 
His coat of arms “a spotless life ;”” 
* An honest heart,” his crest. 


Quarter’d therewith was innocence ; 
Aud thus his motto ran ; 

‘* A conscience void of all offence 
Before both God and man. 


In the great day of wrath, tho’ pride 
Now scorns his pedigree, 

Thousands shall wish they'd been allied 
To this great family. 


EXTRACT FROM SENECA. 
‘ A wise and good man should stand prepared for all 
events; remembering that he is destined to pass through 
a world, where pain, sorrow, disease and infirmity, are 





posted in his way. It is not in his power to change 
these conditions, upon which he receives his present | 
existence; but it certainly is, to submit to them with ! 
fortitude and acquiescence in the laws of nature, as be- | 
comes a virtuous mind. It should be our constant en- 
deavor, therefore, to reconcile our minds to these un- 
alterable laws of Providence, and to submit to them 
without murmur or complaint, fully persuaded that 
every thing is as it ought to be, and that the govern- 
ment of the world is in the hands of the Supreme Being. 
To deliver himself up to that Being, with an unreserv- 
ed resignation, is the mark of a truly great soul; as it} 
is of a base and little mind, to entertain unworthy sus- 
picions of the order established in the world, to attempt 
to break through the laws of Providence, and instead | 
of correcting his own ways, impiously presume to cor- | 
rect the ways of God.’ 
—24o-—— 
HUMILITY, 

Says Feltham, prevents disturbance ; it rocks debate 
asleep, and keeps menin continued peace. | had rath- 
er be accounted too humble, than a little proud : even 
in gold the stiffest is the basest; but the purest is the 
most ductile. 





—So+o— 


A brave man thinks no one his superior who does him 
an injury ; for he has it then in his power to make him- 
self superior to the other, by forgiving it. 

-W+o— 

The true felicity of life is to be free from anxiety, to 
understand our duties towards God and man, and to 
enjoy the present without too much concern about the 
future. 





An Archbishop of Strasburgh marching at the head of 
a military force, a countryman who met them on the 
road burst into a violent fitof laughter. ‘* What do you 
laugh at, friend?’ said the prelate. ‘* Why, please your 
eminence,’ replied the fellow, ‘I cannot but laugh to 
see an Archbishop, a successor of the peaceable apos- 
tles, marching at the head of a train of soldiers.” ‘ Aye,’ 
returned the other, ‘ but I do not head these soldiers as 
an Archbishop, but as Prince of Strasburg.’ At this 
the man laughed louder than before, and on being ask- 
ed the reason, replied, * Why, I was thinking, if the 
Prince of Strasburgh should go to the devil, what will 
become of the Archbishop /” 


—_——_——— 


St. Peter’s Chureh at Rome, and St. Paul’s Church 
in London, are perhaps the two largest buildings in the 
world. The former, it is said, will contain 30,000 per- 








sons at one time ; and that at London, from 15 to 20,000. 
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OR Sale at this Office, the following publications, 
by Rev. Hosea BALuov, and others,— namely : 

A Series of Lecture Sermons, delivered at the Second 
Universalist Meeting in Boston, by Hosea Ballou, Pas- 
tor. Price $3,25. 

A Series of Letters, in defence of Divine Revelation ; 
in reply to Rev. Abner Kneeland’s serious inquiry into 
the authenticity of the same—by Hosea Ballou, pastor 
of the 2d Univer. Society in Boston. ‘To which is ad- 
ded a Religious Correspondence, between the Rev. Ho- 
sea Ballou, and the Rev. Dr. Joseph Buckminster, and 
Rev.Joseph Walton, pastors of Congregational Churches 
in Portsmouth, N. H. Price 1 dollar. 

The Universalists’ Hymn Book ; a new collection of 
Psalms and Hymns, for the use of the Universalist So- 
cielies ; by Hosea Ballou and Edward Turner. Price 
87 1-2 cents. 

The Brief Remarker on ihe Ways of Man: or Com- 
pendious Dissertations, respecting social and domestic 
relations and concerns, and the various economy of 
life? intended, and calculated, more especially, for the 
use of those in the cowwmon ranks of American Society, 
by Ezra Sampson. Price §1,25. 

A Sermon, delivered at Stoughton, Mass. May 29th, 
1820; by Joshua Flagg, Ministering at Scituate. Text 
Jude i, 3.-Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write 
unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for 
me to write unto you, and exhort you, that ye should 
earnestly contend for the faith which was once deliver- 
ed unto the saints. Price 12 1-2 cents. 

A Review of a Sermon, delivered by Ebenezer Gay 
of Stonghton,( Mass.) Lord’s day, August 20, 1820, be- 
ing designed to refute the doctrine of Universal Salya- 
tion: more particularly a Sermon delivered in Stoug)- 
ton, in June last, by Rev. Joshua Flagg, of Scituate. — 
By Richard Carrique, pastor of the first Universalist So- 


| ciety in Attleborough. Price 20 cents. 


A Sermon, delivered at the Installation of the Rey. 
Hosea Ballou, 2d. to the pastoral care and charze of 
the Ist Universalist Society, in Roxbury, July 26, 1821. 
By Paul Dean, pastor of the Ist Universalist Church ia 
Boston. Price 12 1-2 cents. 

The Substance of a Sermon, delivered at Dana,( Mss.) 
August, 1815, in commemoration of the untimely death 


(of Williama and Alonzo Babbit, two eldest sons of the 


Rev. James Babbit ; who were instantaneously kiiled 
by an explosion, which took place in the U. States 
Laboratory, at Albany, N. York, Dec. 13, 1813; by 
the Unfortunate Father. Price 12 1-2, 

A Sermon, pronounced before Vernon Lodge, No. 
99, at Hillsdale, New-York, December 27, A. L. 5819: 
being the Anniversary of St. John the Evangelist ; by 
Br. David Pickering, (of Hudson, N. Y.) Price 12 4-2 
cents, 

4 Discourse, delivered in Danvers, Mass, August 27, 
1820, on the Death of Joseph Porter and Israel Putnam ; 
by Barzillai Streeter, pastor of the Universalist Church 
in Salem. Price 12 1-2 cents. 

An Oration, pronounced on the 4th July, 1821, (by 
request) before the Republican citizens of Milford, Me:. 
and the adjacent towns; by Thomas W iittemore.—— 
Price 12 1-2 cents. 

The Trial. Calvin and Hopkins versus the Bible 
and Common Sense; by a Lover of the ‘Truth. To 
which are added Some Remarks on the Andover Insti- 
tution. Price 25 cents. 

The Hopkinsian Manuel; or Orthodoxy explained. 
Price 6 1-4 cents. 

An Examination of the Modern Doctrine of Future 
Punishment, together with a short History of the Auth- 
or’s Life; by SAtmon Dutton, Fsa. Price 17 cents. 

The Mother-in-Law: or Memoirs of Madam de Mor- 
ville; by Maria-Ann Burlingham. Trice 621-2 cents. 

JUST PUBLISHED—SECOND EDITION, 

Ezekiel xiii. 4.-O Israel, thy prophets are like the 
foxes in the desert. 

John iii. 3.-Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a 
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God, 

CHILDS SCRIPTURAL CATECHISM, 
THIRD EDITION, 

The Child’s Scriptural Catechism, by Hosea Bar- 
Lou ; pastor of the 2d Universalist Society in Boston. 
Price 8 cents. 

Now in the press, and will shortly be published, the 
second edition of a Sermon, delivered at the Second 
Universalist. Meeting-house,—by Rev. Horea Ballou, 
pastor. Text, 1 Peter ivy, 17, 18.—For the time is 
come that judgment must begin at the house of Gad: 
and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them 
that obey not the gospel of God? And if the righte- 
ous scarcely be sayed, where shall the ungodly and sin- 
ner appear? 
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